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Characteristic B cells T cells o
Interaction with antigen Involves binary complex of membrane Involves ternary complex of T-cell receptor, Ag,
Ig and Ag and MHC molecule
Binding of soluble antigen Yes No -
Involvement of MHC molecules ‘ )
None required Required to display processed antigen
Chemical nature of antigens .
Protein, polysaccharide, lipid Mostly proteins, but some lipids and
glycolipids presented on MHC-like -
Epitope properties molecules
Accessible, hydrophilic, mobile peptides Internal linear peptides produced by —
containing sequential or nonsequential processing of antigen and bound to

amino acids MHC molecules —




